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Success Stories • Buttons 

Buttons is one of Danville’s old timers and he 
makes the saying “cute as a button” come to life.  He is 
a petite orange tabby who is about 14 to 15 years old 
and everyone who sees him just falls in love with him!   
He went to the vet’s just recently and every vet tech and 
receptionist just went ga-ga over him–and he loved 
every minute of it! 

A few months ago, Buttons appeared to have suf-
fered from a stroke, or perhaps a brain tumor, which 
caused him to be very unsteady on his feet and made 
his head tilt.  We brought him to Salisbury Headquar-
ters for observation and none of us thought it was his 
time to go.  After a vet check, and a few nights with a 
couple of staff, Buttons was returned to his home at 
the Danville Sanctuary.  He spent a week or so in a 
pen, but finally we decided it was time for him to just 
be on his own.  Except for the tilt and the occasional 
wobble, Buttons is doing just fine. He has compen-
sated for his disability and is being the best cat he 
can be!  Since he is getting older, he tends to lounge 
around more, and we are able to give him affection...
which he just loves... as do we!  - June Garvey Volunteers at a Sunday clinic check on the cats as they begin to  

wake up and recover from their surgery.

Feral Cat Programs

The Merrimack River Feline Rescue Society began in 1992 as 
a response to the alarming number of feral cats living along 
the waterfront in Newburyport. Feral cats inspired the found-
ers of the organization, and their welfare continues to be a 
driving force behind the creation of programs and services 
dedicated to their care and protection.

Sunday Spay/Neuter Clinics
These clinics offer the feral cat caretakers a chance to have 

their charges examined, vaccinated and sterilized, free of 
charge. Sunday Clinics are open to unowned cats from any 
geographic area through a reservation system. The clinics are 
designed to reduce the feral cat population and help stop the 
spread of communicable diseases such as FIV and feline leuke-
mia. Because of this clinic and others like it the feral cat popu-
lation has been visibly reduced.

With growing awareness, at the most recent clinic held on 
September 9th, 73 cats were admitted. Never satisfied with 
resting on their laurels, however, the staff and volunteers 
responsible for the clinics would like nothing more than to 
reach an even higher number of cats in the future.  
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 In August, Danville hosted an open house to give the public a chance  

to tour this “hidden jewel” on the roster of MRFRS programs.  

Improvements to Danville this year included a new driveway and new    

 fencing–keeping cats in and predators out. These improvements make  

 the facility safer for both cats and volunteers.

The Sanctuary for Feral and Special Needs Cats
The sanctuary, located in Danville, NH, is home to around 

35 cats, providing shelter and protection so that they may live 
safe, indoor-outdoor lives. The volunteers who care for the 
sanctuary make sure the cats have a clean environment, plenty 
of fresh food and water, and remain healthy. Most of the Dan-
ville cats are relocated feral cats who were living in unsafe or 
compromised areas; the rest are special needs cats who have 
tested positive for feline leukemia. These cats are kept separate 
from the general population and carefully monitored for any 
symptoms that may arise. 

Feral Feeding
MRFRS feral feeders are a dedicated team of volunteers who 

manage 9 feral feeding stations in Newburyport, Amesbury, 
Newbury, and Salisbury. Feeders stop by twice a day, rain or 
shine, to sup-
ply these cats 
with food and 
water, note any 
illness or injury, 
and note any 
newcomers 
to the station. 
Coordinators 
plan trapping 
and medical 
care as needed 
for the feral cats, 
and arrange for 
spay/neuter for 
any newcom-
ers. Feeders are 
also responsible for building winter shelters for these cats to 
protect them from the harsh New England winters. At this time 
approximately 20 cats are being serviced by these stations. 

Captain Courageous Fund
The Captain Courageous Fund was established in honor of 

Captain, a Newburyport waterfront feral cat who was injured 
in a tragic accident and had to be euthanized. The Fund was 
set up to ensure that there would always be money available 
to care for sick and injured feral cats. Caretakers can apply to 
the fund for reimbursement for emergency care. Because the 
MRFRS promises care for any cat in need in their service area 
–whether friendly or feral, owned or not–the Captain Coura-
geous Fund has seen a decrease in requests for funds, contrib-
uting towards just one situation this year. The group continues 
to raise money, however, to ensure that there will always be 
funds in case of an emergency.

Barn Relocation Program
MRFRS’s barn program places feral cats who cannot be 

returned to their home environments in barns, where they 
provide rodent control in return for food and shelter. Working 
closely with the adopters, the barn program coordinator sets 
the cats up in pens for several weeks while they learn where 
home is. At the end of the acclimation period, the kitties are 
let loose to explore their new indoor-outdoor homes. This 
program allows cats who otherwise have few options a second 
chance at living life on their own terms. So far in 2007, MRFRS 
has placed 4 cats into barn homes.

Francis is one of the many local cats who 

take advantage of the feeding stations along 

Newburyport’s waterfront.
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Thank You

MRFRS is a non-profit organization funded through gener-
ous donations and grants given by like-minded foundations. 
Donations go to the care of the 142 cats in our care, operation 
of our 3 locations and a small budget for fundraising costs. 
MRFRS hosts several well-attended fundraising events through-
out the year, including the Furball Auction, the Valentine Wine 
and Chocolate Tasting, the Strut for Strays and other smaller 
events such as yard sales and open houses. The organiza-
tion also tables local events and sends out appeal letters to 
inform the public of new services and the need for funding. 
Every donation, large and small, allows MRFRS to continue its 
important work in the community and not a cent is wasted.

Success Stories • In-Kind Donations

Kitten Shower
In anticipation of “kitten season,” MRFRS held a kit-

ten shower to begin adopting out these adorable balls 
of fluff and collect supplies 
for the kitten that had yet 
to come. The public came 
out in force and filled three 
play pens full of supplies—
everything from kitten for-
mula to cat nip. Through 
out the season the many 
kittens who have joined the 

MRFRS family have been making use of these materials 
and are able to start their lives healthy and happy due 
to this outpouring of generosity.

Front Page News
If you picked up a copy of The Newburyport Daily 

News on August 8, you probably read a fantastic article 
about the Merrimack River Feline Rescue Society, high-
lighting the organization’s commitment to local cats 
and kittens. The article also mentioned the shelter’s 
need for supplies. The next day, local residents and cat 
lovers alike began to drop off bag after bag of dona-
tions. It was heart warming to see hundreds of new 
faces who had picked up a spare bag of cat litter while 
at the grocery store or arrived with an armful of towels 
they were no longer using. MRFRS would like to thank 
everyone who made a donation, regardless of size. 
These donations allow MRFRS to continue keeping the 
cats we care for well fed, clean and comfortable.  

Beth, an MRFRS staff member, shows off one of the many kittens 

adopted into loving homes during the well-attended event.

Income/Contributions Fiscal Year 2007

Adoption Program			   $73,629.45  

Cat Shows and Fairs			   $2,077.07 

Collection Cans			   $7,005.18 

Danville/Feral Programs		  $10,461.00 

Direct Mail Appeals			   $37,531.00

Major Fundraisers 
Furball				    $21,011.55 
Strut for Strays			   $1,250.00 
Wine and Chocolate Tasting		  $15,386.00 
Yard Sales				    $1,536.95

Grants				    $14,710.00 

Low-cost Medical Programs/Clinics	 $11,717.86

Other Income 			   $420,638.38

Total Income/ Contributions		  $638,790.82

Expenses Fiscal Year 2007

Administration  
(Payroll, Utilities, Insurance, ect.)	 $136,970.36 
Adoption Program			   $129,189.10

Danville/Feral Programs		  $4,584.01

Major/General Fundraising Expenses	 $59,471.33

Low-cost Medical Programs and 
Spay/Neuter Program Expenses	 $24,152.62

Total Expenses			   $362,745.50

Assets as of May 31, 2007

Total Assets				    $782,773.21	
		 For detailed financial information please call MRFRS headquarters  

at 978-462-0760 or email info@mrfrs.org  
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Volunteers

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that 
ever has.” -Margaret Mead

The Merrimack River Feline Rescue Society would also like to 
sincerely thank all of the volunteers who work so hard to make 
MRFRS’s many programs and services run smoothly. MRFRS 
currently has 270 volunteers ranging in age from 11-80 and 
working as feral feeders, foster homes, adoption counselors 
and, perhaps the biggest job of all, keeping the shelter clean 
and sanitary on a daily basis.

Volunteer Awards
These awards are given to volunteers who have repeatedly 

gone above and beyond the call of duty to better serve the  
cats and assist their fellow volunteers when they need a  
helping hand.  

MRFRS Wish List
• Canned cat food 
• Dry food 
• Kitty litter 
	 (non-clumping) 
• Small litter pans 
• Bleach 
• Laundry detergent 
• Dish washing brushes 
• Dish washing soap 
• Kitchen trash bags 
• Floor mops 
• Paper towels/tissues
• Rubber gloves 

• Surgical gloves 
• Pillowcases/sheets 
• Simple Green 
• Nature’s Miracle 
• Missing Link
 	 supplement  
• Flea combs 
• Catnip (in bulk)
• Q-tips
• Cotton Balls
• Heavy-duty garbage bags
• Playpen cages
• Culturelle supplement

Volunteer of the Year  
Thomasine Ambrose 
Paul Strauch

PetSmart  
Volunteer of the Year  
Sandi Wolff

Danville 
All of our Danville  
Volunteers! 

Fundraising  
Joe Bell 
Joyce Cejka

Feral Program 
Richard Boisvert

Feral S/N Clinics 
Laurin Downey

Graphic Design 
Kristen Eaton

Administrative 
Doris Flynn

Veterinarian 
Dr. Arthur Freedman 
Dr. Emily McCobb

Transport 
John Goguen 
Rebecca Taylor

Salisbury Shelter -  
Team 
Luanne Goss 
Kendall Robinson

Salisbury Shelter -  
Junior Volunteer 
Emmalina Rodriguez

2007-2008 MRFRS CALENDAR
September 26 	 MRFRS Annual Meeting 				 
		  Speaker: Esther Mechler of Spay USA. 		
		  Time: 6:00 p.m.  
		  Location: Stripers in Newburyport

October 7 & 8	 Fall Harvest Festival  
		  Time: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
		  MRFRS Booth, Downtown Newburyport

October 13	 Woodsom Farm Festival 
		  Time:10:00 a.m - 4:00 p.m. 
		  MRFRS Booth, Woodsom Farm,  
		  Amesbury

October 14	 Spay/Neuter Clinic 
		  Location: Hawthorne Animal Hospital 
			      Salem, MA

October 20	 MRFRS Annual FurBall,   
		  Time: 6:00 - 10:00 p.m.		   
		  Location: Newburyport City Hall

November 11	 Spay/Neuter Clinic 
		  Location: MSPCA, Nevins Farm, Methuen

December 1	 MRFRS Holiday Open House 
		  Time: 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
		  Location: MRFRS Headquarters

December 2	 Spay/Neuter Clinic 
		  Location: ARL of NH, Bedford, NH

February 8	 MRFRS Wine, Beer and  
		  Chocolate Tasteing 
		  Time: 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. 
		  Location: Newburyport City Hall

May 31		  MRFRS Yard Sale 
		  Time: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
		  Location: MRFRS Headquarters



63 Elm Street
Salisbury, MA 01952

(978) 462-0760
info@mrfrs.org
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FurBall
October 20, 2007 • Newburyport City Hall 
60 Pleasant Street

The 13th Annual MRFRS

For sponsorship information please call 978-462-0760

The silent auction begins at 6:00 P.M., live auction at 8:00 P.M.

New this year!  
Visit MRFRS.cmarket.com for an online auction beginning  8:00 A.M. 
on September 24th and ending October 17th at 7:00 P.M. 

Tickets are $20.00 in advance, $25.00 at the door and $18.00 for 
those age 65 and older. Tickets are available online at  
www.mrfrs.org, at Village Pet, PetSmart in Danvers and MRFRS 
Headquarters in Salisbury.

Silent & Live Auctions
Enjoy the Quickie Board,
Hors D’oeuvre Buffet,
Christmas Corner,
Jewelry Table, Music,  
Raffle and Cash Bar.  
All proceeds go to cats in need. 

 


